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Publisher’s Preface

Louis Berkhof (1873–1957) was a pastor, professor, seminary president, and one 

of the most influential Reformed teachers of the twentieth century. His textbooks 

gave ministers and students a clear map of Christian doctrine and its historical 

development.

The History of Christian Doctrines traces the chief doctrinal debates from the 

early church through the modern period. Berkhof gives special attention to the 

Trinity, Christ, sin and grace, salvation, the church, the sacraments, and the last 

things. His compact account shows how controversy shaped the church’s language 

and teaching.

This edition preserves Berkhof ’s argument and historical judgments. Ligature 

corrected verified transcription faults and clear printer errors. It did not modernize 

his doctrine or revise his conclusions.

Ligature prepared nine division study guides. They summarize each major part, 

define key terms, direct readers to Scripture, and provide questions and exercises. 

Berkhof ’s own chapter questions remain in the text. His short literature lists appear 

in one references section. Ligature also added a timeline, Scripture index, general 

index, and short biography.

These additions help readers follow the book’s periods, people, and arguments. 

They remain separate from Berkhof ’s original text.

—The Editors

Ligature Press





Text and Editorial Method

Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company first published this text in Grand Rapids 

in 1937 as the historical volume of Reformed Dogmatics. Berkhof retitled the 

volume The History of Christian Doctrines for the 1949 second printing.

The protected Ligature manuscript derives from a complete transcription of a 

later printing. Ligature checked the book’s identity, extent, divisions, chapters, and 

bibliography against the 1937 edition. A University of Iowa copy settled targeted 

doubtful readings. A later Banner of Truth printing served as a comparison witness.

The 1937 body has not received a complete line-by-line proof. This review edition 

does not claim that proof. Its evidence and limits appear in the title’s source record 

and proof log.

Ligature preserves Berkhof ’s wording, paragraph sequence, questions, and his

torical judgments. The publication copy repairs merged headings that arose during 

transcription. It also corrects clear transcription faults and logged printer errors. 

These repairs do not change Berkhof ’s argument.

The available transcription does not preserve every original italic distinction. 

Ligature does not reconstruct emphasis without page evidence.

Berkhof placed short literature lists after many chapters and supplied a final 

bibliography. This edition gathers those lists in one section. Inclusion records 

Berkhof ’s sources and recommendations. It does not state Ligature’s agreement 

with every work.

The original index was not present in the available transcription. Ligature created 

a new general index from the live edition. The Scripture index also uses the live 

pagination.





Preface

Some works on Dogmatics contain a great deal of historical material of the utmost 

importance for a proper understanding and appreciation of the doctrinal teachings 

of the Church. My “Reformed Dogmatics,” however, contains little more of this 

than would seem to be absolutely essential. It did not seem desirable to burden the 

work with such an amount of historical data as would make it too cumbersome 

to be used as a textbook. Moreover, this could not have been done without a 

great amount of additional work and considerable delay in its publication. Since 

Dogmatics and the History of Dogma have always been taught as separate courses 

at our Seminary, it would have entailed nothing less than the re-writing of both 

courses, in order to secure the proper integration of all the material.

These considerations led to the omission. However, in view of the great value of 

the historical approach in the study of Dogmatics, it now seems best to compensate 

for what is lacking by the publication of the historical material used in the course 

on the History of Dogma. This will at the same time provide a manual for future 

use. The book now offered to the public does not pretend to be a complete History 

of Dogma, but only seeks to supply the material that will promote a proper under

standing of the historical origin and growth of the main doctrines of the Church.

The author is deeply grateful for the kind reception of the previous volumes in 

Reformed circles, and can only hope that this modest addition may be of some 

service to others, and especially to those who possess and use his Dogmatics.

L. Berkhof.

Grand Rapids, Michigan,

July 8, 1937.
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